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IONIC CAPITALS IN ASIA MINOR. 
By W. N. Bates. 

CHIPIEZ in his Histoire Critique des Origines et de la Formation 
des Ordres Grecs (p. 272) says that the volutes of Ionic col- 
umns in Asia Minor were usually connected by a straight line. 1 
This statement is repeated by Collignon in his Manuel d' Archeologie 
Grecque (p. 58). With a view to testing its accuracy I have exam- 
ined all accessible illustrations of different Ionic buildings in Asia 
Minor and as a result have found that the statement requires 
correction. 

The volutes were connected by a straight line (Fig. 1) in the fol- 
lowing buildings : in the temple of Dionysus at Teos (Antiq. of Ionia, 
pt. I, ch. I, PL 2 ; pt. IV, PL 23, 24, 25) ; in the temple of Dionysus 
or Aphrodite at Aphrodisias (Antiq, 0/ Ionia, pt. Ill, ch. II, PL 3, 16, 
17, 18; also Texier and Pullan, Ruins of Asia Minor, PL 26, 28, 29); 
in the temple of Zeus at Aizani (Texier and Pullan, PL 10, 13, 14, 
15); in the temple of Apollo at Sagalassus (Lanckororiski, Les Villes 
de la Pamphylie et de la Pisidie, II. PL 25, also p. 157); in the 
temple at Termessus (Lanckororiski, II. PL 2, also p. 50) ; in the 
Propylaeum at Priene {Antiq. of Ionia, pt. I, ch. II, PI. .12, 14, 
15); in the portico of the agora at Aphrodisias {Antiq. of Ionia, pt. 
Ill, ch. II, PI. 5, 6); in the theatre at Aizani (Texier and Pullan, 
PL 20); the engaged columns in the great theatre at Laodicea 
{Antiq. of Ionia, pt. II, PL 50); in a small building at Cnidos 
(Antiq. of Ionia, pt. Ill, ch. I, PI. 13, 14). 

The volutes were connected by a depressed line (Fig. 2) in the fol- 
lowing buildings : in the temple of Artemis at Ephesus (Wood, Dis- 
coveries at Ephesus, PL opp. p. 196) ; in the temple of Athena Polias 



1 " 3 . Elles se raccordent au moyen d'une ligne horizontale ainsi que dans 
les bas-reliefs de Ninive. — C'etait la disposition la plus ordinaire des chapiteaux 
de l'Asie Mineure," etc. 
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at Priene {Antiq. of Ionia, pt. I, ch. II, PI. 3, 5, 6, 7 ; pt. IV, PI. 7, 
8, 9 ; also Rayet et Thomas, Milet et le Golfe Latmique, PI. 10, 12, 
14); in the temple of Apollo Smintheus at Hamaxitus in the Troad 
{Antiq. of Ionia, pt. IV, PI. 27, 28, 29). This temple has a slightly 
depressed line. The temple of Apollo at Didyme has a slightly de- 
pressed "line according to Rayet and Thomas (PI. 40), although 
other authorities represent it as straight {Antiq. of Ionia, pt. I, ch. 
Ill, PI. 4, 5, but see PI. 2 ; also Texier and Pullan, PI. 3, 4, 5). The 
line is depressed in the columns of the temple at Messa in Lesbos 
(Koldewey, Die antiken Baureste der Inset Lesbos, PI. 20, 21, 24); in 
the upper row of columns in the stoa of the temple of Athena at 
Pergamon {Altertiimer von Pergamon, PI. 21, 23); in the upper row 
of columns in the Propylaeum at Pergamon {Altertiim. von Berg. PL 
31; for capital of anta, see PI. 30); in the entrance to a shrine in 
stoa of the temple of Athena at Pergamon {Altertiim. von Berg. PI. 
27; cf. 28); in the great altar at Pergamon (Baumeister, Denkmaler t 
p. 1 251); in the Nereid monument at Xanthus in Lycia (Baum. 
Denk. p. 1013, after Falkener); in the Mausoleum at Halicarnassus 
(Fergusson, History of Architecture, I. p. 273 l ); in the lower row 
of decorative columns in front of the stage building in the theatre 
at Aspendus (Lanckororiski, I. PI. 24). There is an abnormal form 
of capital in a small building near Lesbos (9\^G) (Koldewey, 
Lesbos, PI. 16). 

To sum up : There are five temples and five other buildings hav- 
ing the, volutes connected by a straight line ; and four temples and 
seven other buildings with the volutes connected by a depressed 
line. This excludes the temple of Apollo at Didyme about which 
authorities differ. Rayet and Thomas represent the line as slightly 
depressed, while Texier and Pullan and the Dilettanti Society appear 
not to have noticed the depression. It would seem as though the 
large drawing by Rayet and Thomas ought to be trusted rather than 
the smaller drawings in the other books. It is possible, too, that 
there was a difference in the capitals. From this list it is seen that 
actual remains of Ionic buildings in Asia Minor show that the 



1 Fergusson says that the details of the construction of this building are prac- 
tically all known. 
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columns, instead of being usually connected by a straight line, are 
so connected in only a minority of the buildings. Furthermore, a 
comparison of the dates of the various buildings shows that the 
depressed line prevailed, roughly speaking, from 400-200 b.c. and 
that the straight line was the rule after that time. 

The following is a list of the buildings, with the dates which are 
assigned to them : 

Straight Line. 

.1. Temple of Dionysus at Teos perhaps 356 B.C. 1 

2. " " " orAphroditeatAphrodisias early Roman Empire. 

3. " " Zeus at Aizani Roman Empire. 

4. " " Apollo at Sagalassus " " 

5. " at Termessus " " 

6. Portico in agora at Aphrodisias " " 

7. Theatre at Aizani " " 

8. Propylaeum at Priene no date assigned. 

9. Theatre at Laodicea " " " 

10. Vestibule at Cnidos " " " 

Depressed Line. 

1. Temple of Artemis at Ephesus between 356-323 B.C. 

2. " " Athena Polias at Priene .... about 325 B.C. 

3. " " Apollo at Didyme (?) " 350 b.c 2 

4. " " Apollo Smintheus in the Troad . . 400-350 B.C. 

5. Stoa of temple of Athena at Pergamon . . . time of Eumenes II 

(197-159 B.C.). 

6. Propylaeum at Pergamon time of Eumenes II. 

7. Shrine of Athena temple in stoa at Pergamon . " " " " 

8. Mausoleum at Halicarnassus after 353 B.C. 

9. Nereid monument at Xanthus 4th century B.C. 

10. Altar at Pergamon time of Eumenes II. 

1 1 . Theatre at Aspendus Roman Empire. 

12. Temple at Messa in Lesbos date uncertain. 



1 See Antiq. of Ionia, pt. IV, p. 37, where the date is thought to be between 193 
and 133 B.C. 

2 Reber, Hist, of Anc. Art, trans, by Clarke, p. 238, puts the date at about 
470 B.C. 



